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"This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed  

by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up,  
loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible  

for him to be held by it."   
— Acts 2:23-24  
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Holy Week: Scripture Reading Guide 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Holy Week  | ˈˌhōlē ˈwēk | 
noun 

the week before Easter, starting on Palm Sunday 

The week leading up to the death and resurrection of Jesus 
holds great significance, not only in history, but in the 
Spiritual lives of Christians today. As seen in the Gospel 
accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John), Jesus’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem led to agonizing tears in the garden to 
a tortuous death on the cross to His victorious resurrection. 
All these events, and many in between, were God-ordained 
and unfolded in history in order to change history (not to 
mention the present and future), forever. 

This Scripture Reading Guide serves as just that, a 
guide. Consider the accounts of this fateful 1st Century 
week and step into these events with Biblical imagination. 
Each day has Old and New Testament recommended 
readings that capture both the eyewitness reports and the 
prophetic whispers they fulfill. 

As we fix our eyes on King Jesus this Holy Week, may 
our affections grow with impassioned adoration for the 
Suffering Servant whose Passion conquered our hearts. 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OVERVIEW 
 

Palm Sunday 
The Sunday before Resurrection Sunday/Easter marks 

the palm branch-laden entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on a 
borrowed donkey & colt. 

Monday—Wednesday 
Jesus cleanses the temple of money-changers, predicts 

the destruction of the temple, and openly foretells His own 
impending death & resurrection. He spends these days 
debating with the religious leaders of the day and teaching 
in parables to the people. 

Maundy Thursday 
On “Maundy Thursday”, which comes from the Latin 

mandatum novum, meaning “new commandment” (see 
John 13:34), Jesus eats the Passover meal with His 
disciples, institutes the Lord's Supper, washes their feet and 
also predicts Judas's betrayal. He then sets out to pray in 
the garden of Gethsemane. 
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Good Friday 
Betrayed with a kiss, Jesus is arrested, set on trial before 

the high priest & Pontius Pilate, beaten and unjustly 
crucified.  He is buried and the stone is set over the tomb. 
The events of this day hardly seem “good” at first glance, 
but they display the eternal goodness of God to rescue & 
justify His people through the cross of Christ. 

Holy Saturday 
This Jewish Sabbath is anything but restful for the 

disciples of Jesus as the tomb is secured by guards and the 
disciples are left wondering… 

Resurrection Sunday/Easter 
Jesus is risen from the grave! He appears to several 

different disciples in different locations, eating meals with 
them and opening their eyes to His fulfillment of the 
Scriptures. He is alive! 



Holy Week: Scripture Reading Guide 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Zechariah 9:9-17 

New Testament 
Matthew 21:1-11 

Additional Suggested Readings 
Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 



Holy Week: Scripture Reading Guide 

MONDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Psalm 8 

New Testament 
Matthew 21:12-46 

Additional Suggested Readings 
Matthew 22:1-14; Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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TUESDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Psalm 110 

New Testament 
Matthew 22 

Additional Suggested Readings 
Mark 11:27-12:12; Luke 20 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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WEDNESDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Daniel 7:9-27 

New Testament 
Matthew 24 

Additional Suggested Readings 
John 12:20-50; Luke 21 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Psalm 41 

New Testament 
Matthew 26:1-46 

Additional Suggested Readings 
Psalm 23; 1 John 4:7-21 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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GOOD FRIDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

New Testament 
Matthew 27:1-61 

Additional Suggested Readings 
Mark 14:43-15:47 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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HOLY SATURDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Psalm 16 

New Testament 
Matthew 27:62-66 

Additional Suggested Readings 
Psalm 31 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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RESURRECTION SUNDAY 
 

Old Testament 
Psalm 107 

New Testament 
Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 24 

Additional Suggested Readings 
John 20; 1 Corinthians 15 

Notes/Prayer: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
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